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ACTS xxiy. . 


Seeing that by Thee we enjqy great Quietne/3, and that very 
worthy Deeds are done unto this Nation by thy Providence, 
we accept it always, and in all Places, moſi Noble Felix, 
with all Thankfulne/s. a NS 


THE: 


PREFACE to the Reader. 


WILL mot offer any Apology for W e. the followin 
J Diem becauſe, as T {A e. 2 — 75 
make any. | | "IL | 
The Liberty of the Preſs, (God be thanked for it , is yet the 
indiſputable Birthright of every free Briton ; and every one 
may chuſe whether 2 will read, or no: So that whatever may 
be the Complaint of Readers, ub one is in Reality peſtered with 
this or any other Trifle, more than he is willing to give himſelf 
the Trouble. | 3 
It is not, I will aſſure you, that the Anthor has any great 
Opinion of the Performance, it being indeed, when delivered up- 
on the Occaſion mentioned in the Title Page, no more than what 
ſome Men call Extempore, i. e. the Subſtance of it, both Mat- 
ter and Form, as it now ſtands, was before upon other Opportu- 
nities delivered from my own Pulpits 5 and the Labour there- 
fore, upon that e. Occaſion, no more than repeating my old 
Notes. This J am not aſbamed to own, becauſe if the Doctrine 
be ſound, wholeſome, and loyal, I am certain it is never the 
worſe for being repeated, nor ever out of Date. Rap 
Hui the true Reaſon ] have to my ſelf for appearing in Print, 
(and I know your Curioſity will enquire into that,) is indeed, to 
appeal to he World, and vindicate my own 3 which, 
by. ſad Experience, I have found more than once called in Queſ- 
tion, and by ſome Men maliciouſty traduced under an invidious 
ame. | E 
Principles is a Word much in vogue in this Age, and I am 
per ſwaded made Uſe of by a great many without underſtanding 
i much as what it means; And as many more there are, px 
vaunt themſelves highly upon what they call their own Pranciples, 
who never had Seriouſneſs or Application enough to form any to 
themſetves, nor Integrity enough to keep ene fixed to any. 
As if the more intelligent Part of Mankind were ſo eaſily to be 
:mpoſed upon; as if a Man's Principles were to be taken only 
from his own wide Mouth, and Outery about em, | and not more 


ea 11 . * 
5 x 
* 
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* 


eaſily to be ſeen and delineated from his whole Behaviour. I ap- 
peal to mine, and to let you ſee I am all of one Peice, I exhibit 
this Specimen of my Doctrine, as a Counterpart or Tally to my 


| | Loyalty and Affection to my King and Country. 


T underſtand very well all that theſe Men would be underſtood 
to mean by Principles; and therefore for once I will condeſcend to 
vaunt my ſelf, and am bold to ſay, what the whole County knows 
to be true; I my ſelf have done more real Service, and ſpent more 
of my own Money, to promote the Intereſt of the ILLUSTRIOUS 
HOUSE OF HANOVER, than Thouſands of ſuch Men put 
together, who have regs to make themſebves conſpicuous by but 
their pertual bellowing about it. > 
T have nothing further to acquaint you with, but only that this 
Di cours ſe, when delivered upon the Occaſion mentioned, was very 

colaly received, and the Author ſligbted by a Set of Men, who by 
their Office ought to have been more favourable to the good In- 
tent ion of it, fiance it breathed nothing but the Spirit of true 
Loyalty and Liberty, and inſtilled nothing but the Duty and 
5 of every private Subject, to preſerve the publick 
eace. | 

Now whether it was ſo long ago reſolved upon and concluded 
by a certain Party, not to allow any Thing that looks or ſounds 
like Loyalty or Love ts our common Mother, our native Country, 
to any but themſetves; Whether the Author was to be ſo diſgraced 
for his Performance, or the Performance for the Name's Sake o 
the Author, I will not pretend to determine. Let the Times 
ſpeak for themſebves. 

This certainly ſeems to be the Maſier-piece of our modern Po- 
litictans, whoſe Intereſt it is to keep up Diviſion and Parties 

among us. But every good Subject will be willing to hope, 
there is better ꝓuagment at the Helm, than to imagine that the 
Peace and good Government of ſo great a Nation, can be carried 
on by only hanging out falſe Colours, or ſufficiently ſecured by the 
falſe Muſters of” the only pretended Friends of the Government. 
Great Britain d never ſtand in Need of either the Hands or the 
Heads of ſuch Tools of any Party. | 


Hampſtead, Od. 6. 
1727. 
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ACTS XXIV. 2, 3. 


Leone that by Thee we enjoy great Quietneſs and that very 
worthy Deeds are done unto this Nation by thy Providence, 
we accept it always, and in all b moſt Noble Felix, 
With all Thank Fulue i 


| — H ES E Words, 8 Brethren ye will nadie re- 


| the Orator, who was retain'd by the High- Prieſt and 
Elders of the Fews, to accuſe the Apoſtle St. Paul 
"Ty before Felix, the Procurator of Fudea. They 
may ſound perhaps, at firſt Hearing, as nothing more than an 
empty Flouriſh of the Orator; a Compliment in the Exordium 
of the Speech, drawn according 1 the Rules of Art, in order 

to 
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2 Lovarrty the Duty and Intereſt 
to beſpeak the Attention and Favour of the Judge: But if we 
weigh and conſider them more throughly, it will appear they + 
have, as indeed every Period of good Eloquence muſt have, a 


real Foundation in the Truth of Things, to ſupport the Juſtneſs 
of the Thought and Expreſſion. 


Turv will, I think, afford us a Propoſition well worthy our 
ſerious and religious Conſideration at all Times, and more eſpe- 
cially proper upon this, and ſuch like publick Occaſions. 


Taz Propoſition I mean, and which I intend for the Subject 
of the enſuing Diſcourſe, is this, vg. That it is the Duty and 
Intereſt of every good Subject, under whatever Government 
he lives, thankfully to accept and embrace the good Offices of 

his Governors; and, as far as is within the Compaſs of his Sta- 
tion and Calling, to maintain and promote the publick Peace, 

which he enjoys under that Goyernment. 


T $sHrALrL not think my ſelf much concerned to enquire into, 
much leſs ſhall I take upon me to vindicate the Character of 
Felix the Roman Governour of Fudea; I will not attempt to 


ſhew how well or ill he deſeryed the Compliment here made 
him. 


THrar he was a corrupt Judge in this Tryal at leaſt ; That 
he was not of ſo clear and unſpotted a Reputation as to be a- 


bove the Suſpicion of Corruption, is evident from what we read at 


the Cloſe of this Chapter, ver. 26. He hoped that Money ſhould 
have been given of Paul, that he might looſe him: Wherefore 
he ſent for him the oftner, and communed with him. And in 
the next following Verſe, another Particular is recorded of his 
Behaviour, which may ſeem as nearly to affect and blaſt his 
Character: For the Reaſon there aſſigned for his leaving St. 
Paul bound in Priſon, when he might, and ought indeed to have 
releaſed him, ſince he was now to be recalled, and deliver up 
his Province to his Succeſſor Porcius Feſtus, is a very extraor- 
dinary one. It was, as we read ver. 27. becauſe he was willing 
3 1 e 


dl every private e Subjedt: 5 4 
to ſbev his Jeus a Pleaſure; much like that other ſpecial Rea- 
| ſon, which another Roman Governor, one of this Man's Prede- 
ceſſors, Pontius Pulte, gave, when he releaſed Barabbas, a no- 
torious Robber, and delivered up the Lord of Life to he: cruci- 
fied: For he alſo, as St, Mark has atteſted, Chap. xv. 05 Was” 
willzng to content the Teague of the . 


O the other Side: To induce us to believe as entertain a. 
more fayourable Opinion of Felix; We may obſerve, he was a 
Man who ſeems to have retained ſome juſt Senſe of Things; 
To have had ſome awful Regard upon his Mind with Reſpe& to 
Matters of Religion; And to have diſcovered ſome Glimmerings  ' 
and Symptoms of Conſcience: Por as we read, ver. 24, 25, of 
this Chapter; He was induced, together ti hy Wife Drufilla, 
which was a Jewels, to ſend for the Apoſtle St. Paul, and heard 
him concerning the Faith in Chriſt, And as he reaſoned 77 


Righteou neſs, 7. een, aud Fogment to ge ch Felix trem- 
bled. 


THAT he was no ill Governor, as the Times went then; Ar 
leaſt, that he had Merit enough to recommend his Services to the 
Emperor his Maſter, appears from what is recorded Verſe 10. 
For he had been of many Tears a Fudge (i. e. Procurator) unto © 

this Nation; for which Reaſon the . ſaich, he did "508 
more chee rfully anſwer for himſelf before him. 


Tus Roman Hiſtorian & Tacitus has, indeed, drawn this Gover- 
nor in yery black and odious Colours, and. repreſented him as 
one who was guilty of all Manner of Cruelty and Luft, and as 
one who exerciſed the imperial Power delegated to him, with a 
Temper of Mind ſuitable to the Baſeneſs of his Extraction. And 
in another f Place, as one who did not ſtick at committing the great- 


9 
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Tacit. Hiſt. Lib. IV. 


* Antonius Felix yr omnem ſævitiam ac libidinem jus Regium ſervili i ingenio exercuit. 
=. Cura malefacta ii impune I ratus tanta Potentia ſubnizo, & c. Id. Amal. XII. 5. 74. 


4 LoxALrr the Duty and Inter eft 
eſt Crimes, as truſting to the Extent and Largeneſs of his Com- 
miſſion from the Emperor, and looking upon himſelf as placed in 
a Station ſo exalted, as to be out of the Reach of Juſtice. But 
yet however corrupt and wicked a Governor Felix might be in 
other Reſpects; the Province of Fudea might ſtill enjoy great and 
valuable Benefits by his Adminiſtration: They might enjoy that 
on which all other Comforts in any Nation muſt neceffarily de- 
pend, vig. the Security of the publick Peace, even under his 
Government. And that this Province did ſo in his Time, we 
have the unexceptionable Teſtimonies of Zo/ephus the Fewiſb 
Hiſtorian, and from him of f Euſebius the Chriſtian, who aſ- 
ſure us, that it was this Felix, who among other Tumults and 
Inſurrections, ſuppreſs'd in this Province, more particularly de- 
feated and quelled that Zgypiian whom we read of, Acts xxi. 
38. Who made an Uproar, and led out into the Wilderneſs, 
four Thouſand Men that were Murderers. | ; 

But to return: As I have before obſerved ; Whatever was the 
Behaviour of Felix the Roman Procurator of Fudea; How happy, 
or how unhappy ſoeyer that People might be under his Goyern- 
ment, under the Reign of thoſe two mercileſs Tyrants Claudius and 
Nero, by whom he was intruſted with the Adminiſtration of that 
Province; This we are not concerned in: Sufficient it is to my preſent 
Purpoſe and Undertaking, that I endeavour to eſtabliſh the Truth 
of the Propoſition above mentioned, as drawn from the Words 
of the Text, viz. That it is the Duty and Intereſt of every 
good Subject, under whatever Government he lives, thankfully 

to accept and embrace the good Offices of his Governors; and 
as far as is within the Compaſs of his Station and Calling, to pro- 


mote and maintain the Publick Peace which he enjoys under that 
Government. | 1 


Ir we reflect, and know how to eſtimate the many valuable 
Bleſſings we of theſe Nations and Kingdoms enjoy under our 


Go- 
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* Vid. Foſeph De Bell. Ind. Lib. II. $. 5. Item Anti. Lib. XX. $. 6. 
4 Evſeb. Hiſt. Lib, II. 21. ; 
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. of every private Subjece. 3 
vernors, under the moſt ſerene and auſpicious Reign of our pre- 
ſent moſt gracious Sovereign King George; (and may God 
in his Mercy and Goodneſs long preſerve and continue thoſe 
Bleſſings under him and his Poſterity to us and ours;) If 
we conlider, I ſay, the preſent happy Situation of Affairs, and 
more eſpecially that moſt remarkable Bleſſing of Peace, the dif- 


3 tinguiſhing Bleſſing of this Reign, Peace both abroad and at 
2 home, in Church and in State; We may, nay, we ought in Truth © | 


and Juſtice, without any the leaſt Suſpicion of Flattery, to ap- 
ply the Words and Expreſſion to our ſelves, and ſay. | | 


Seeing that by Thee we enjoy great Quietneſe, and that ver 

worthy Deeds are done unto this Nation by thy Providence, we 
accept it always, and in all Places, moſt noble Felix, with all 
Thankfulneſs. a” 99 r 


= ALL the Comforts and Enjoyments of this Life, all the Secu- 

„ rity and Happineſs which any private Subject is capable of, un- 

der any eſtabliſhed Government, muſt neceſſarily depend on the 

Preſer vation of the Publick Peace. For when this is once diſ- 
turbed by Licentiouſneſs, Sedition, Faction, and Tumults, and 
that which if in Time they are not ſuppreſſed, they always end 

in Civil War; the Experience of all Ages and Nations, as well as 

| our own recorded in Hiſtory, will ſadly convince us; There is 

6 nothing then which any Man, however juſt and clear a Title he 

| may have to it, can call his own; no Rights nor Properties be- 
longing to him, nor any Liberty, nor even Life it ſelf, but what 
lies at the Mercy of Rapine and Violence. To ſecure this there- 
fore, viz. the Publick Peace, is the one great End propoſed, 
the principal View and Deſign of the Inſtitution of Civil Govern- 
ment. Now to promote and maintain this in his proper Station, 
is, I fay, the Intereſt, as well as the Duty of every private Subject. 


Ir then we reflect and enquire by what Means moſt effectually 
any private Subject, without deſerting his own Station, may and 
ought to promote the Publick Peace under that particular Goyern- © 


a I it Crt at 
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6 LorAL Tv the D uly aud Inte 7 eft 
ment Providence has caſt his Lot; It. will, I believe, readily ap- 
pear, it muſt be by obſerving the following Rules, viz. Po 


I. By a conſcientious Submiſſion, and Acknowledgment of | the. 
Authority of that particular Government he lives under. 1 


II. By a candid and good natured Interpretation of the Ads 
and Proceedings of all ſuch as are intruſted with any Part of the 
Legiſlative or Executive Power. "arr + 


rr. By a ready and willing Aſſiſtance given to the Magiſtrate 
in the Exccution of Juſtice, and the Support of Truth, com- 
mon Honeſty, and a due Senſe of Religion. And, 


I. Txex I aſſert, that it is the Duty and Intereſt of every 

pri vate Subject to promote and maintain the Publick Peace, by a 
conſcientious Submiſſion and Acknowledgment of the Authority 
of that particular Government he lives under. N 


Ou holy Profeſſion, my Brethren, enjoins us the ſtricteſt Sub- 

miſſion and Obedience to all that are placed in Authority over us: 
We are taught and commanded by St. Peter, 1 Eph. ii. 13; 1f14. 

14. To ſubmit our ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as Supreme, or unto J 
Governors, as unto them that are ſent by him. for the Pu- 3 
uiſhment of Evil. doers, and for the Praiſe of them that da well. 
And St. Paul, Rom. xiii. 5. aſſerts, that we muſt needs be ſub- 
ject, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, i. e. we 
are obliged to behaye our ſelves as good and peaceable Subjects, 
not as Slaves, out of meer Fear of the Power of the Sword which 
is put into the Civil Magiſtrates Hands, but out of good Conſci- L 
ence, as acknowledging the divine Authority he is inveſted with. „ 
For, as he had before aſſerted, Verſe the 4th. As he (the Civil 1 
Magiſtrate) is the Miniſter of God, in as much as he is appointed, i 
4 Revenger, to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil; fo he is 
alſa, as the Apoſtle in the ſame Place repreſents him, 7he Mz. 
#ifterof God alſo for Good; in as much as he is appointed to re- 
| | ward 
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by others, that unlimited indefeaſible hereditary Monarchy, 1. 6. 


f every private Subject. 


ward all that do well. And again the ſame Apoſtle to Titus, 


Chapter iii. Verſe x. Put them in Mind (faith he) to be ſuljedg 
to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 


TRux it is, and ſadly to be lamented, theſe and other parallel 
Paſſages of Scripture haye been miſerably tortured, wreſted and. 
perverted by two different Parties, with different Views, to make. 
them ſerye their reſpectiye Purpoſes ; both I think equally 


dangerous and deſtructive, when applied to any particular Con- 
ſtitution: And if the Deſign of the ſacred Authors be conſidered, 


both, in my Opinion, equally removed from the Truth. 


By ſome, we may obſerve, they are made uſe of for the eſtabliſhing 


a Submiſſion and Obedience only to be the Duty of the Subject, 


as may be thrown off upon every Pretence of Grievance. And 
on the other Side, by others they are urged as the Foundation of 
an abſolute, blind, and what is called (in Terms next to a Con- 
tradiction) Paſſive Obedience, ſuch as is inconſiſtent with the very 
End of all Civil Government, which is, and muſt be in the der- 
nier Reſort, the Protection and Security of the Subject. 


By ſome we are taught to look upon the Civil Magiſtrateas merely 
the Creature of the People; for ſo they interpret his being ſtyled. 
the Ordinance of Man, 1 Peter ii. 13. which certainly in their 
Senſe” taken, cannot be conſiſtent. with the general Aſſertion of 
the other Apoſtle. Rom. xiii. 1. where we are taught, that Here 
is no Power but of God: And the Powers that be, i. e. (what- 
ever Powers, and however limited by the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
particular Nations are eftabliſhed,) theſe all are ordained of God. 
In the Opinion of theſe Authors, the ſupreme Power is, in- 
deed, in the laſt, Reſort lodged in the Subjects, who have an un- 
alienable Right to ſet up and pull down what, Goyernors and 
Government they pleaſe, as they find it moſt for their Intereſt: 
and Security. On the other hand, we are told by others, that 
from the very Beginning of the World Monarchy in general; and- 
by ſome, that abſolute unlimited Monarchy, i. e. Tyranny; and. 


in 
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in its proper Terms, indefeaſible hereditary Tyranny, i is the * 
Form of Government of divine Right: And according to theſe 
Men, the particular Laws of all Kingdoms and Nations lie at 
the Mercy of the Wills of their reſpective Princes and Governors. 


Arr theſe oppoſite and contradiQtory Doctrines we may 
find by different Authors, with different Views advanced, and 
ſupported as well as their Adyocates are able, by the pretended ; 

Authority of the holy Scriptures: But the Truth is, the Scrip- 
tures are altogether filent as to theſe Particulars. We do not 
find in any Paſſage of the holy Scripture, either our bleſſed 
Lord, or his Apoſtles, alerting or determining any one certain 
Form of Goyernment, as of divine Right, excluſively of all 
others; much leſs aſſigning the Extent, or the fixed and deter- 
minate Bounds or Limits of the Magiſtrates Power, or the Mea-. 
ſures of Submiſſion due from the Subjects in any particular Na- 
tion or People: No; But only teaching and inculcating Obedi- 
ence in general, as a neceſſary Duty incumbent on all Chriſti- 
ans, in all Kingdoms and Nations, and under every ſort of Go- 
vernment, towards all that are placed in any lawful Authority 
over them. It cannot be pretended, that even in thoſe Days, 
when the Apoſtles wrote, (all the Parts of the then known World, 
were under one and the ſame Form of Government z) and yet the 
Chriſtians were very early diſperſed to the moſt diſtant Parts; 
And even in that Part of it, which ſometimes by the Pride and 
Vanity of the Romans was called the whole World, even in 
that, I fay, it is well known, there were Rights and Privileges 
belonging to ſome Cities, and to ſome Citizens, which others 
could not claim; and ſome Sorts and Degrees of Magiſtrates i in- 
veſted with Powers, which others had not. The Apoſtle St. 
Paul, who was a Freeman of the City of Rome by Birthright, 
as he himſelf aſſerts, As xxii. 28. underſtood very well the 
Rights and Privileges he was entitled to; And had Courage enough, 

in the Pace of his Enemies to inſiſt upon them, as will appear 
by theſe few Inſtances of his Behaviour upon ſacred Record, not 
inconſiſtent certainly with his Doctrine of Submiſſion and Obedi- 
ence to Magiſtrates : For 1. when the chief Captain at Feruſalem 
commanded him to be brought into the Caſtle, and to be examined 


by 
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by Scourging ;, as they bound him with Thongs, Paul aid unto 
the Centurion that ſtood by, 1s it lawful for you to ſcourge a Man 
that is a Roman, and uncondemued? This he knew was an In- 


_ dignity fit only for Slaves, and not to be offered to a Freeman of 
Rome. Upon which the chief Captain himſelf was afraid, Atts 
xi. 24, 25. Again, 2. When Porcius Feſtus the Succeſſor of 
Felix, in the Province Fudea, willing to do the Fews a Plealure, 
would have had him to go down from Ce/area to Feruſalem, to 
be there judged before him, the Apoſtle knew how to withſtand 
_ even the Judge himſelf, and inſiſted upon the Privilege of an 
Appeal to Ce/ar. I ſtand (ſaid he) at Ceſar*s Fudgment-Seat; 
No Mau may deliver me unto (my Accuſers;) I appeal unto 
Ceſar, Acts xxv. 9, 10, 11. This was his Behaviour towards 
the Civil Magiſtrate. And, Thirdly, with Reſpe& to the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical, we have a Specimen of that alſo recorded in the ſame 
Book, Ace xxui.. 3. when to the Face of his Judge, who un- 
juſtly commanded him to be ſmitten on the Mouth, he had Cou- 
rage enough to reply, God ſhall ſmitè thee, thou whited Wall ; 
for ſitteſt thou to judge me after the Law, and cammanaeſi me to 
be ſmitten contrary to the Law? This, indeed, immediately af- 
ter, Verſe 4, 5. he excuſeth, when he was reproved for reviling 
God's High-Prieſt, ſaying, 1 uit not that he was the High- 
Praeſt : But the Excuſe plainly ſhews the Apoſtle thought he 
might have uſed the ſame Freedom of Speech towards any other 
inferior Perſon of the Sanhedrinm.— - And ſo much for St. 
Paul's Behaviour, the beſt Interpreter certainly of his Doctrine of 
Submiſſion and Obedience. This then being the Truth of the 
Matter, it will, I think, naturally follow, that the particular 
Form of Government in any particular Country or Nation, the 
Extent of the ſupreme Power, and the Meaſures of Submiſſion 
due from the Subjects, ought all to be taken from the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of each reſpective Nation and Country: And if Men 
would but be content to be governed by them, all the Diſputes, 
Quarrels, and Contentions, about Government, would ſoon be deci- 
ded, and come to an End. The Way of Peace certainly to all 
ſuch as are willing to follow. after the Things which make for 
Peace, is clear, open, and * For whatever Opinions pri- 
* by Th namen 
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vate Men may form to. themſelves concerning State Affairs; 


Thoughthey may be never ſo much inwardly diſſatisfied with the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Government, nay, though in their Conſciences 
they may be erroneouſly perſwaded the Government is not -right- 
ly ſettled ; Yet ſure no peaceable or well diſpoſed Subject, if he 


- knows his own Poſt, and has Virtue enough to keep within the 


Bounds of it, can think himſelf obliged in Conſcience to declare 
and publiſh ſuch his private Sentiments; much leſs to appear in 
Arms and Rebellion, in Defence of them, in Oppoſition and Defi- 


ance of the publick Judgment and Senſe of the Nation. No Man 
certainly can, with a good Conſcience, think himſelf obliged to beſo 
far an Enemy to his own native Country, as to be willing to ſee it 
made the Seat of Civil War; Though he may, perhaps, be ſo far 


deſperate, as to have no great Regard to his own private Safety; 


Though he may, perhaps, have no Intereſt of his own of any 


great Conſequence to hazard, yet that of his Fellow- Subjects 
ought certainly to deter him from ſuch dangerous and wicked 
Attempt. In a Word, The Security and Protection, the Rights, 
Privileges, and Properties, which every Subject enjoys under any 
eſtabliſhed Government, are of that Value as to demand the grate- 
ful Return of Loyalty and Obedience, at leaſt that of a peaceable 
Submiſſion and Acquieſcence in the Government he lives under. 
And ſo much may ſuffice for the firſt Particular propoſed. 


II. Another Rule to be obſerved by every private Subject, as be- 
fore laid down, in order to maintain and promote the Publick Peace 
is, to entertain a candid and good-natured Opinion, and to put the 
beſt Conſtruction on all the Acts and Proceedings of them who ate 
entruſted with any Part of the Legiſlative or Executive Power. 

The Seeds of all Diſcord, Faction and Rebellion, are uſu- 

ally firſt fomented and raifed by unreaſonable Fears and * 
louſies inſtilled into the People, concerning the Views and De- 
ſigns of thoſe who are intruſted with the Adminiſtration of Af. 
fairs: To manage theſe to the beſt Advantage of their own pri- 
vate and wicked Purpoſes, it is the well known practiſed Artifice 
of all Incendiaries, to raiſe and ſpread falſe and malicious Re- 
ports, and to give a wrong Turn to all the Publick rn | 

I 4% | 1 This 


This then ought to ſuggeſt a Caution to every prudent Man how- 
he gives too eaſy a Credit to every Report that is ſpread, leſt. . 
unadviſeably he fall into that very Snare, which, perhaps, was 
purpoſely laid to catch him and others in. He ought to confider; 
that though Princes and Governors, as well as-more private Men, 
may by ill Advice and Council ſometimes fall into ſuch Courſes - 
and Management of Affairs, as are contrary to the Publick Good, 
yet in them it may be without any ill Deſign: He ought to con- 
ſider, that it cannot be the Intereſt of thoſe who are in the higheſt - 
Stations of Honour and Power, to ruin their own Foundation, 


that the whole Fabrick of the Government may fall with them 
That poſſibly, therefore, fuch Reports have no real Grounds ir> 


Matter of Fact, but are only invented by the Cunning and Ma- 
lice of the Enemy, whoſe Intereſt it is to ſow the Tares of Di- 
_ viſion and Faction: He ought at leaſt to ſuſpend his Judgment, 
till the Truth fpeaks it ſelf, as it always will in Time, in a Voice 
too loud and diſtinct not to be heard and underitood. The Views 
and Intentions of Men, eſpecially of thoſe who fit at the Helm 

of any Government, are, and muſt be for wiſe and good Reaſons, 

kept ſecret ; ſuch as no private Man can pretend to penetrate in- 
to: They are therefore more eaſily liable to be miſtaken and miſe. 
underftood. Affairs may ſometimes take a different Turn, con- 
trary to what was intended by thoſe who had the Direction of 
them : Eyery Miſcarriage, therefore, or Miſmanagement of the- 
Publick Affairs, ought not to be repreſented as the Contrivance 
of an ill Peſign, but ſometimes rather as a Misfortune, which 
could not be foreſeen, and which yet, perhaps, may be retrieved. 
Nay further, though the immediate Views of our Governors may 
be too open, not to be ſeen into, yet we are to conſider, that 
poſſibly they may have ſome further View than we imagine, and 


| that the Steps taken which we find Fault with, are deſigned on- 


ly to delude the Publick Enemy: And if it be a Stratagem in 
the Art of War allowed of, even in a fair and generous Com- 
mander of an Army, ſometimes to make a Feint, and move to- 
wards one Place, when his Deſign is upon another: I believe it 
may be juſtified in good Politicks alſo, ſometimes to make a 
Step out of the Way, if it be honeſtly to deceive the 3 
| nc. 
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Enemies of the Government. We are to conſider, and upon 
that reſt our ſelves ſecured, that in every free and well conſti- 
tuted State, (ſuch as, bleſſed be God, we have the Happineſs to 
enjoy,) the Intereſt of Prince and People are fo cloſely linked 
and united together, that neither can the Prince have any Deſigns 

conſiſtent with his own Security, Glory, and Honour, but for 

Ws the Protection and Welfare of his People; nor the People any 

Intereſt ſeparate from their Loyalty and Steadineſs to their 

Prince. Though our Governors therefore, may be abuſed and 

. impoſed upon by evil Council, yet let us remember that in a free 
_ Things will more eaſily rectify themſelves, and naturally 

ſettle in their own Channel. Thanks be to God, by the Wiſdom 

of this Nation both in Church and State, there are ſuch excellent 

Laws provided, as will abundantly ſerve, as on the one hand to 
| curb the Inſolence, Stubbornneſs and Diſobedience of thoſe, 

1 who are, and ought to be under Subjection; ſo alſo on the other, 

„ to reſtrain that imperious and tyrannical Temper which is as na- 

tural to Mankind, when intruſted with Power. In a Word, 
though there may be real Grievances, and ſuch as the moſt cha- 
ritable Interpretation cannot diſſemble, yet ſtill no private Sub- 
ject, if he knows his own Poſt, will think it incumbent upon 
upon him to redreſs them, but leave them to the ordinary Courſe 
of Law and Juſtice. Private Men may, indeed, puff themſelves 
up with a fond Opinion of their own neglected Parts and Abili- 
ties, and vainly imagine, and endeavour to perſwade others, if 
they were at the Head of Affairs, they ſhould ſoon be better 
managed: But if they are at preſent tolerable, every modeſt and 
peaceable Subject will be content to accept of them as they are, 
and bleſs God they are no worſe. But, 1 
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III. Irs alſo, as before laid down, the Duty and Intereſt of 
every private Subject to promote the publick Peace, by a ready 
uu willing Aſſiſtance given to the Magiſtrate in the Execution of 
ſtice, the Support of Truth and common Honeſty, and a due 
Senſe of Religion. Rin e n 88 ohh; 


Axp 


, every private Subject. 13 
Ax, /, In the Execution of Juſtice; the great Bulwark 
and Defence of all our Civil Rights, Privileges, and Properties; 
that which keeps all honeſt and good Men in the Enjoyment of 
their Liberty, from becoming a Prey to thoſe who are loſt to all 
Senſe of theſe Bleſſings, is, indeed, the Terror of the Laws, It 
is the Duty and Intereſt therefore of every private Subject, as 
far as is within the Reach of his Station, to contribute to the 
due Execution of ſuch Laws, as by the Wiſdom of the Nation 
were provided for our common Security, Peace, and Happineſs. But 
Here I ſhall not, I hope, beſo far miſunderſtood, as if I thought it 
the Duty, or indeed conſiſtent with the Duty of honeſt Men, 
to be litigious, or given to Law, upon every trivial and frivo- 
lous Occaſion, to hale one another into Court, and proſecute their 
Right as far-as the Law, and their own Malice will carry them: 
No ſurely; It is an old and juſt Obſeryation and Maxim, That 
the Rigour of the Law is the higheſt Injuſtice: And every honeſt 
and good-natured Man will ſooner paſs by, forgive, and forget 
any flight Injury or Damage, than take the Advantage of the 
Law. But-when milder Means have been uſed, and proved in- 
effectual, to ſecure our ſelves and Fellow-Subjedts in the free 
Enjoyment of our more valuable Rights and Properties; to let 
the open Invaders of them go unpuniſhed, is only to harden and 
encourage them, and at the ſame Time lay our ſelves open to 
their further wicked Attempts. Againſt ſuch Men, therefore, whom 
no other Ties of Religion, or common Honeſty can keep within 
the Bounds of Civil Society, the moſt effectual Remedy muſt be 
ſought from the publick Juſtice: This will effectually ſtop the 
Mouths of the Slanderer, the falſe Swearer, and Blaſphemer; 
and tie up the Hands and the Feet too of the moſt audacious 
and profligate Villains, ſo as to keep them for the future from 
— out into ſuch Acts of Violence, Injury, and Oppreſſion, 
as otherwiſe they would. Such Men have no Senſe of Religion, 
the Terrors of a future Judgment can make no Impreſſion upon 
their ſeared Conſciences: But the immediate View of a Court of 
Juſtice, the Sight of a Whipping-Poſt, a Pillory, or a Priſon, 
will affect eyen them, who „ other Senſe than their Feel- 


14 FLoxarry the Duty and Intereſt 
ing. Now that we may receive and enjoy the Benefit of fuch 
good Laws as are made for our common Security and Comfort, 
it is the Intereſt as well as the Duty, I ſay, of all good Men, as 
far as they have Opportunity, to be mutually aiding and aſſiſting 
one another; to be intent every one, not only in defending the 
peculiar Rights, Privileges, and Properties, belonging to himſelf 
or Family, but thoſe alſo of his Neighbours and Fellow-Sub- 
jects: Every Breach of common Juſtice, every Encroachment 
upon the Liberty of the Subject, every Act of Violence and 
Oppreſſion, is indeed a common Injury, and ought to be reſent- 
ed by all: The malignant Influence of it, and pernicious Conſe- 
quence, if not prevented, will certainly in Time reach to all. 


HFle who can patiently ſit ſtill and ſee his innocent Neighbour's Re- 


putation blaſted by the foul Mouth of a common Slanderer ; he who 
can bear to ſee his Neighbour's Property unjuſtly taken from 
him, either by open Violence, or more heinouſly by Colour of 
Law, Forgery, or Perjury; in a Word, he who can ſuffer the 
Liberty of any Fellow - Subject to be inyaded ; and much more he 
who can be an Accomplice, or Acceſſary to it; will one Day de- 
ſeryedly feel the fad Effects of it himſelf, in the Loſs of every 
Thing that is dear and valuable. He is, indeed, in ſome, De- 
gree guilty of the moſt heinous Crimes, Parricide againſt his na- 
tive Country, and Felony committed upon himſelf and his Poſ- 
terity. Of this, and much ſorer Puniſhment, may ſuch a one be 
thought worthy : But what have his innocent Fellow-Subjects 
done to deſerve ſuch Treatment? To help them to Right that 
ſuffer Wrong; to defend the Poor, and ſuch as are oppreſſed, 
and have nothing elſe to rely upon but the Aſſiſtance of their 
Neighbours and Fellow-SubjeQs ; theſe are Offices of Kindneſs 
and Beneyolence to which we are all obliged towards one ano- 
ther, not only by the common Ties of our Humanity, or thoſe 
more endearing ones of our native Country, but by that ſtricter 
Cement alſo of our common holy Profeſſion. The Poor, the In- 
jured, and Oppreſſed, are the immediate Care of God himſelf; and 
he that lends his aſſiſting Hand in the Defence and Protection of 
them, is engaged in the Cauſe of God himſelf, the Cauſe of 

, _ Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs Virtue, and Religion. Now, would al 3 Men 
ſtand up in Defence and Support of the Publick Juſtice, Thanks 


be to God, the World is not yet ſo far under the Dominion and 2 


Tyranny of the Wicked and Ungodly, but that Injuſtice, Vio- 
lence, and Oppreſſion might eaſily be reſtrained. Would every 
honeſt Man dare to appear in the Defence of the Rights and 
Properties of his Fellow- Subjects, as well as his on, and inter- 

poſe his Aſſiſtance, Power, and Authority, as far as it will reach, 
(as he may, and ought certainly in Defence of the publick Jul. 
tice, without any Fear of the Imputation of being Pragmatical, 


or intermeddling with what does not concern him, for it does in- 


deed concern every one,) the common Enemies would ſoon be 


brought to better Beharioutz or at leaſt to condign- ann lh 


2dly, Evz ERA private Subj ect = find himſelf obliged, in Point 
of Intereſt as well as Duty, to aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in the Support 
of Truth and common Honeſty: Unjuſt and diſhoneſt Dealings 
are moſt deſtructiye and dangerous to the publick Peace: Thele 
therefore, every private Subject ought by all Means to endea- 
your to prevent. As every good and conſeientious Man will rea- 
dily keep himſelf within the Bounds of Juſtice and Honeſty, in 
all his ARions and Behaviour; ſo he will alſo freely contribute 
as much as in him lies, to confine all others within the ſame good 
Rules. As he will al ways himſelf obſerve the Golden Rule, of 
doing unto all as he would be done by; as he will be fair and 

in all his Dealings, punctually perform all Promiſes, Contracts, 
and Bargains; impartially decide all Controverſies referred to him; 
as he will himſelf never injure any Man, either in his 1 or 


= Goods, by. Fraud. or Violence; or in his Credit and 


by Slander or Defamation: As every good Man will, I . rea- 
dily obſerve theſe Rules himſelf; ſo alſo, as a good Neighbour 
and Fellow -Subject, he will endeayour to promote and encou- 
rage the ſame honeſt Behaviout among all others. He will, as 
Occaſion offers, repreſent and reprove the Iniquity and Scandal 
of ſuch or ſuch a Man's unfair and knaviſh Dealing with ano- 

1 8 he will endeavour to b a. to a Senſe of the Injury 
| he 
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he has committed, and to make ſome Reſtitution and Satisfaction 
to the Perſon injured: : And if after all his friendly Offices uſed, 
ſuch mild and gentle Methods prove ineffectual, he will aſſiſt 


his injured Neighbour, e ory 47 855 be "IRE by the Publick 
Juſtice. But, 556) 


346, and laſtly : ir will be the Duty and Intereſt of every 
private Subject, for the Preſervation of the Publick Peace, to aſ- 
fift the Magiſtrate, by promoting a due Senſe of Religion, as 
far as he has any Intereſt or Authority. Jo promote this great 
and good End, every the moſt pri vate Subject has it in his own 
Power, ſo far, at leaſt, as the Influence of his own regular Behavi- 
our and Example can extend. But there are others, in all Places, 
beſides the Publick Magiſtrates, on whom it is more eſpecially 
incumbent; and from whom by the Laws of Civil Society it 
may be expected. To promote, therefore, this good End, more 
effectually, that we may live free and undiſturbed from the In- 
fults of the more Rude and diſorderly, it will be neceſſary that 
every one who has any Authority in the Place he lives, makes 
a right Uſe of it, to bring all who are under his Care to a due 
Senſe of Religion. And this will bring the Remedy nearer 
home, and make it the Buſineſs and — of every one who 
is Maſter or Miſtreſs of a Family, to promote the Publick 
Peace. Every religious and well regulated Family is a Bleſſing 
to the Publick, and every diſorderly one a common Nuſance. 
The good or ill Effect of that Behaviour which is practiſed in 
private, will extend it ſelf not only to the Neighbourhood, but 
even to the Church and State. The Maſter or Miſtreſs, who 
knows how to rule his own Houſe, and the Conſequence of 
preſerving Peace among the ſeveral Members of it, will not be 
ealily = Pater to diſturb the Publick Peace himſelf, not ſuffer 
any one under his Care ſo to do: Seldom ſhall we find, that ei- 
ther a Child, or a Servant, who has been brought up under any 
Senſe of Religion, and kept within the due Bounds of Reve- 
rence, Submiſſion, and Obedience at home, proves a troubleſome 
or — Neighbour abroad, a Heretick-or Schiſmatick i * 

the 
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the Church, a Traytor to his Country, or a Rebel againſt his 
Prince. But the ſame unruly or factious Spirits, which for 
want of better Diſcipline in private Families, are trained up in 
Diſobedience to their Parents or Maſters, and in Envy, Strife, 
and Contention, one among another, will naturally break out up- 
on any Occaſion offer'd, to the Diſturbance of the Publick Peace, 
Tumults, Faction, and even Rebellion it ſelf. It concerneth 
every one, therefore, in Point of Intereſt, as he tenders the Peace 
and Welfare of his own Houſe, to prevent ſuch Diſorders; 
which if ſuffered to go on without Controul, generally end in 
the perpetual Affliction and Diſgrace, and ſometimes in the utter 


Ruin of whole Families. 

IN vain is it that our Holy Mother, the Church of England, 
teacheth and exhorteth all her Children, to ſubmit them ſelues 
ro all their Governors; to honour and obey the King, and all 

that are put in Authority under him. In vain do the loyal 
Sons of her Clergy, upon every proper Opportunity, in Obedi- 
ence to the Injunction of the Apoſtle, put them in Mind to be 
 fubjet# to Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates, 
inculcating and enforcing the Obligations our holy. Profeſſion lays 
upon all Men to promote the Publick Peace. Such Leſſons, 
though moſt proper and ſeaſonable in themſelves, are-wholly 
loſt to them who moſt ſtand in Need of them: For theſe are 
they who hate to be reformed; and therefore keep themſelves 
out of the Way of better Inſtruction, and ſeldom come within 
the Reach of the Preacher's Voice. If the good Laws provi- 
_ ded for the bringing all Men to a juſt Senſe of Religion were 
duly put in Execution, the pernicious Conſequence of ſuch Ig- 
norance would, in a great Meaſure, be prevented: The moſt 
leud and profligate Wretches would then, every. Lord's Day at 
leaſt, inſtead of loitering at home, or ſotting at an Alchouſe, find 
_ themſelyes obliged, by the Penalty of the Law inflicted, to 

frequent the Publick Worſhip: of God in his Church: And 
though they came there at firſt with Hearts and Minds little af- 
fected and diſpoſed to receiye * Benefit, yet, by the ay 


— 
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18 : Loryarrty the Duty and Intereſt 
God, in Time they would become better Chriſtians, and as ſuch 
behave themſelves better in every Relation they ſtand in, as 
Members of the Civil State; as better Neighbours, truer Friends 
of the Government, and Lovers of their Country, and more 
dutiful and faithful to their Prince. The Laws of the Land 
have, indeed, provided ſufficient and adequate Pains and Penal- 
ties, to deter Men from ſuch Diſorders and Breaches of the Peace, 
as may affect and endanger the Publick; And in ſome Caſes, it 
is in the Power of every inferior Magiſtrate and petty Officer to 
put them in Execution: But for the preventing ſuch Evils as na- 
turally flow from the Fountain-Head of all Diſobedience, the 
proper Remedy muſt be provided nearer home; and forthe Secu- 
rity and Preſer vation of the Publick Peace, the ſureſt Baſis and 
Foundation muſt be laid in better Diſcipline obſerved in private 
Families. 5 


® 


To prevent ſuch Diſorders and Nuſances as diſturb the Neigh- 
bourhood, and if permitted to ſpread, may affect and endanger 
the Publick Peace, is in the Power, and may be expected by the 
Laws of Civil Society, from every honeſt Parent, and Maſter or 
Miſtreſs of a Family. | SOT > 5 


Evxkx private Family, rightly conſidered, is, indeed, a little 
Principality and Dominion within it ſelf, the Rule and Govern- 
ment of which is committed to the Head of it; and to whom God 
hath committed the Truſt, of him, and at his Hands, will he re- 
quire it. Every one then that is a Father or Mother, Maſter or 
Miſtreſs of a Family, is, and ought, in true Juſtice, to be an- 
ſwerable for the Behaviour of all ſuch as are committed to his Care, 
and are under his Government; of every one that eateth at his 
Table, and every one that reſteth under his Roof. We all cer- 
tainly, as Members one of another, owe ſo much one to another, 
as to be obliged to prevent ſuch Diſorders and Scandals as are in 
our Power; and more eſpecially, if they are ſuch as are expreſly 
forbidden by the Rules of our common Chriſtian Profeſſion. 


Now 
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Now would every one exert the Authority committed to him, ö 


1 ſuch good Ends and Purpoſes; would every Maſter and Miſ- 


treſs imploy the Hands of their reſpective Servants, and every 
Parent of their Children, in the proper Work and Buſineſs of their 


Calling; would every one conſpire to oblige all that are under 


their Care and Governance, (as certainly by the Laws of God 
and Man they ought,) to the due Worſhip and Service of their 
Creator and Redeemer; there would not be fo many at Liber- 
ty to break out into Acts of leud and ſcandalous Behaviour. 
Were Men kept within the Rules of Sobriety and good Hours, 


they would act and quit themſelves like Men; but when by a to- | 


tal Diſuſe and Contempt of the Worſhip and Service of God, by 
haunting of publick and ſcandalous Houſes, they have at laſt 
drowned their Senſes, and made themſelves more like Brutes than _ 
Men: No Wonder if they live and die like ſuch, without Un- 
derſtanding; no Wonder if the corrupt Inclinations, if the mali- 
cious and wicked Tempers of ſuch Men, when inflamed with hot 
and heady Liquors, and over- heated with brutiſh Luſts, burſt 
out into the moſt flagrant and audacious Acts of Villany, to the 
Diſturbance and Danger of the Publick Tranquility. 


We AK TY ignorant Men may, perhaps, think themſelves ſe. 


cure, and little concerned for the Acts and Behaviour of others, 


if they themſelves have but ſo much Management as to keep their 
own Tongues and Hands from being Accomplices: But every good 


and honeft Man, who ſuffers by ſuch Diſorders committed, will 


have good Reaſon to complain, and may juſtly lay the Blame at 
his Door where it belongs. God certainly in his Day of Judg- 
ment, will make a ſevere Inquiſition for all Iniquity committed, 
not only at their Hands who a&ed it, but at theirs alſo, in whoſe 
Power it was, by better Inſtruction, 'by wholeſome Diſcipline, or 


| by the e Execution of 8 L to have e it. 
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